




Extracts from my diary, written while accom- 
panying the British Mission to Bhutan 

1907-08. 

Tile people of Bhutan lraving decided t o  elect t he  
Tongsa Penlop, Sir Ugyen Waog Clluk, K. c. I. E., as their  
hereditary Maliarajall, a n r i  t is11 Mission under 
Mr. J. Olaude White, c. I. E., was sent into Bllutan t o  be 
present at the installation. TVe started from Gangtok 
Sikkim on the  25th November 1307, and halted some days 
in the  Cliumbi Valley to  arrallge supplies and transport. 

Mr. Wilton of the  Consular Service accompanied us 
as far as Ohumbi, and the other members of tlie Mission 
were Major Rennick (Intelligence Branch) and 
Mr. aampbell, Assistant Political Officer. 





2,ttl Dece112ber.-We left  allulllbi about 1 A M., 
and Wilton ant1 I etopped on t he  J ~ i n g r n a t l ~ ~ ~ ~  plain 
where we pitclled our camp. In  tlle afternootl  we 
welit up tlle hill a f te r  " Sllau " as our sllikari had seen 
solno lately in this nullall. I t  is t h e  place where  
practically every head has  been obtained, froin White'g 
one in Oangtok, t o  tlie stnall liead Dunlop got  on t h e  
Tibet  hxission. we climbed up some t w o  or  tllree 
thousand feet, bu t  though our orderlg Purboo said 
he  s aw  a solitary s t a g  almo3t white go into a s t r ip  of 
forest ,  we  s aw  ,notliing, and returned t o  camp just at 
dark. I n  t h e  night a bad s torm sprang u p  sad it blew 
a gale. Our  t en t  stood Inore or leas, though every now 
and  then the v 11010 of the  side walls went  up in tile 
a i r  and flapped over our heads, alld du r t  blew every- 
where. We got  no sleep, and in t he  moruing found 
everything covered with inches of dust  and dirt .  
It was fearfully cold. 

31*d.-Wiltou returned t o  Ohurnbi, and I s ta r t ed  to 
g o  r ight  tllrouotl t o  Pllari to  rojoin the otllers. I le f t  
camp about 7-30 A. M. in a biting wind, every bit of 
water i11 tlie s t ream was  frozen, and many  t rees  had 
been blown down. T was half frozen on arriving a t  
Oautsa  bungalow (12 miles) wllere I foond Wlrite and 
Rennick weatherbound. They had decided not to 
g o  on as t h e  etorm was too bad, and the  headman 
said the  coolies and baggage would never get in to  
Phari.  Such a etorm was unknown here, and thin ie e 
land of wind and gales ! We spent the  d ry  in tlle bunga- 
low and made ourselves as enug as we could with big 
wood flres. The cold was intense, milk, water ,  meat, 
everything being frozen solid during tlie night, in spi te  
ol huge flres lit all day which were only out  for a few 
hours at night. Rennick is laid up with gout. 

4th.-A lovely day and we marched t o  Phari 
(L6 miles). We only came in for t h e  cold wind a few 



miles Iron1 Phari. We stayed i n  the  new Dak bnnga- 
low, a queer builtlillg w i  t l l  a large c o u ~ t y a r d  r o u ~ ~ d  
which are t h e  utablev nntl servallt,s l~ouses. Ua~opbell 
joined our party,  arld Bay ley (Trade A e c ~ l t  at Gyautaee) 
and  Morgan (Ghd  Punjirbis) are also here. 'l'lle tempera- 
t u r e  at night is below zero. 

5th.-We left Pharf  abolit 9 A. nr., our party btlirlg 
White, Rennick, aampbell, ~ l l t l  self. The escort, 26 
sepovs of the 62ad with one Native 01Rcer. 3 piperg 
and 2 drummers. We have 264 loads of baggage I! Many 
of these ofcourse tire presents, alld also the  kits of the  
escort  with a month's rations. It was  tl lovely day and 
we rode up easily t o  tlm pass (Trerna La about 16,600 ft.) 
a distance of about 3 miles. lrrorn tllek-e we came 
into Bhutan. The  t rack  descended eteeply for about 6 
or 7 milee bu t  was not  very bad going. A fen- miles 
below the pass we found t h e  Duggye Jongpen and his 
par ty  waiting t o  meet  us, and with messages of welcome 
from the T o n g ~ a  Penlop. We p at down for a few millute6 
and drank some " Ollang " while t h e  band, a drum and 
R gong, played t o  us. The drum was beaten with a 
ourved s t ick like a boomerang, and the gong wit11 a 
stick at t h e  end of which wag fastened a yak's Ilorn. 
The band preceded us  down t h e  hill when we s ta r ted  
again, bu t  did not  play for long. We walked tlown 
another  t w o  miles or  so and then  got on our mules, but  
the road wae very narrow and bad, and af te r  going 
some 2 miles i t  became EIO bad t h a t  we had to  get off 
and  walk for tllu next  6 or 7 miles. The  pat11 descended 
very steeply, practically being steps from boulder t o  
boulder all the way down, and t he  slope must  have 
deecended at least  a foot for every s t ep  we  took. Ren- 
nick who still had gout was carried all t he  wag down this 
bit by four e ta lwart  Bl~utaaese.  Oue carried llirn tied on 
hls back, while the  others held on and helped. This ie 
pretty good when one considers t h a t  itennick weighs 
some 16 stone. We had luucli near  t h e  foot of tile llill, 
bu t  found t h e  mea t  frozen and uneatable, and our 
Thermos flask t o  which we bad looked for a nice 
drink of soup was  l o u ~ ~ d  t o  have broken, and t h e  soup 



wag atone cold ! Af te r  lunch we  walked on some 3 miles 
down this a w f u l  road to  where we found mules gayly 
decked out  waiting t o  bring us into camp. We had 
been walking for t l ~ e  last four milesamonget t rees  again, 
n ~ o s t  of wl~ictl were firs aud a curious sor t  of holly oak. 
\Fro got on our rr~ules with some difficulty as the  tops  
of the  saddles were about  a foot above t he  animals 
backs, a nd the s t , i t - rul~~ so sllort t h a t  when 1 was in 
tllc s;ldtlle my kllees were alrnost in  a lit10 with t h e  top 
of it, a n d  the  stirrup9 would not lengthen ! There 
were reins certainly, but these were only for 
ornament, and each allinla1 was lead by  a s turdy 
Bllutanese with his sword strapped accross his  back. The 
nllutarlese all  wear swords, and carry them when walk- 
ing on their  riglit sides. Tiley had told us tlle road 
from here to  camp was allnost level ; it certainly wag 
not quite as bad ae the  llill we  had just come down, 
but  I t11ink i t  would have ra ther  turned ones hair grey 
t o  ride down in cold blood, however they dragged these  
mules at a half t ro t  down this track, shaving precipices 
and rocks, jumping down f e e t  at a t ime from one 
t~oulder to  anotller, a n d  all this as if i t  was t h e  most  
ordinary kind of road. It was only because we were too 
ashame'd to g e t  off t hd t  we ever managed t o  do it, and 
just  t rusted to luck and t h e  su re  footedness of our 
mules. Just before reaching camp our band W a s  swell- 
ed by two  musicians in red coats  who blew trumpets. 
These they  flourislied about wit11 grea t  airs, turning 
round to blow tllem at you, and then sweeping them t o  
t h e  s k y  as they turned back t o  continue their progress. 
Oamp was reached soon a f t e r  3 p. m., and here we found 
t en t s  and many other things wllicll had been sent 
forward. We llad come some 18 t o  20 miles 

The  Bhutanese had chosen a lovely spot in the 
forest, down near a stream, and we looked up  a magni- 
ficently wooded valley at the  head of wliicl~ was a snow 
capped peak Our t en t s  took some sorting out  as tile 
packages were not  marked, but  we soon got  things 
fairly straight ,  though much of t he  baggage which had 
s ta r t ed  t h a t  day from Phat-i did not  come in till 
af ter  midnight. We had a huge ban-fire made in tht 
middle of the camp, and sat round this in great coat1 



and wraps, for  it was very cold on t h e  side away frorr 
t h e  fire, indeed the re  were many degrees of frost for 
t h e  camp w a s  about 10,000 feet.  Tlle Jongpen and hie 
following carne and stood rollncl tlle other side of the 
fire, and w e  conversed rogetller with the Iwlp of an 
in terpre ter  and a very small knowledge of t h e  lairguage 
on our  side We llad brougllt clown coolie and yak 
t ransport ,  and t h e  long lines of yaltr terl~eretl  lengths 
of rope was quite a quaint and picturesque s igl~t .  

6th.-Tlle camp was  early as t i r  as the  huge amount 
of baggage had t o  be  got  under way. Labzong, White's 
Tibetiau munshi and clerk, is splendid a t  tltia kind of 
work, and 1o11g before w e  were dressed had got the 
extra baggage off. It was so cold that one was loatlr 
t o  leave one's warm l e d ,  but  w7e had t o  drag ourselve~ 
out, and l ~ a d  breakfast  before 8 A. 31. l ' l~ings were 
a11 uuder  way before  9 A. M., and we left  camp again 
preceded by t h e  Jongpen's band. T l ~ i s  ra ther  clasllkd 
w i th  our drums and pipes who thought they must give 
t h e  Bhutanese a t r ea t ,  and bad been playing in camp 
before  we s ta r t ed  as well as now 011 the march. The 
piper's fingers were evidently ra the r  frozen, for their 
music  was  distinctly weird and awful,  bu t  the  Hlluta- 
nese I am,snre tlloroughly enjoyed it ,  even if we did not! 
Our march to-day was  quite a ehort one, some 10 miles, 
and we stopped several  t imes t o  t ake  phc?tograpl~s ,and 
generally loitered along as t h e  sun was extremely hot- 
We crossed one very noticeable bridge, covered in and 
with  so r t  of guard houses on ei ther bank. These bridges 
are typically Bl~u tanese  and a r e  distinctly picturesque. 
Rennick and Campbell having gone on  while we  stopped 
t o  photograph, we tliougllt w e  had pot  rid of t h e  band 
w i t h  tllem, but no such luck, for 3 miles from camp, 
there it was waiting for  us and played us uearlg all 
the way in. The t rumpeters going tllrougli such ant ics  
t h a t  we  had t o  s top  every few yards for fear of disturb- 
ing  then1 or  riding them down. A f t e r  re-crossing tile 
river we  got our first view of the Jong, quite a n  imposing 
building on a hill, bu t  it distinctly gets more impos- 
ing and picturesque as one gets nearer. It is built 
on &sor t  of knife edge running out  from the  neigllbouring 
hills, and as i t  s tands some 50 t o  60 feet  above t he  hill, 



jt is most imposing. The walls oligl~tly slope inwards 
and are of stone. The buildings llave overllanging roofs 
and balconies, t l ~ e  roofs of sliii~ple wit11 stones laid on 
them. Tile whole Jong is built quite i~*regularly arrd 
follows t h e  sllnpe of the  ground, iaakirlg i t  most pic- 
tlllaesclue wit11 its white walls; red upper story and dark  
sllingle roof. MTe stopped to  l ) l~otog~~ar ih  before riding 
into t l ~ e  Jong  as the  light was  good. We 11ad again to 
n~ouil t our gayly c~par i soned  steeds, were met  by 
tlle Jongpen, arid were  lecl up hill to  t he  entrance, 
where, l~aviilg passed t 1 1 1 1 ,  we  rode up  flights 
of st011e s t e j~s ,  going t l ~ r u n y l ~  doors and court)-ards. I 
only cracked my head o11ce in the doorways, I w a s  
wonde~ ing  at  t he  time if they would e x l ~ e c t  us t o  per- 
form any more c i rc~ i s  triclw by ridiug down these s t a i r s  
again ! This fortunately they did ilot expect.  Arriving 
in t he  inner court  we dismounted ant1 were lerl 1111 ladclers 
t o  t h e  guest  cllatnber, or arrrlorlry as it  al,pcul.ecl for 
the walls were covered wit11 l ~ o ~ ~ ~ s  i111d : i~ .~ 'o \ \~s ,  l e a t l ~ e r  
shields, quaint old guns, and  quantities of saddle clotlls 
wonderful bridles and o t l ~ e r  1101-se furniture. Here  w e  
foui~d Rennick and Campbell, who had arrived about  
half an 1low before us, installed and dibirlking hot  
" Cl~ang ." We were shown to  chairs on a raised da i s  
by t h e  window, o r  wooden grat ing which does duty  
for a window, and after some l i t t le  t ime they brougllt 
us a most excellent omelette, made very dry with  
heaps of spring onions in it. This was  served with  
rice, and tllougli ra ther  filling, was quite good and much 
appreciated a s  w e  were hungry af te r  our ride. W e  
were given warm cbang and  milk to drink witlr th is  
dish, and as desert  some excellent walnuts, of which 
there  a r e  a number of t rees  round the  Jong. The Jong- 
pen's wife, who had cooked t l ~ e  omelette was i~ltroduced 
t o  us, a queer l i t t le  woman and very shy. She b roug l~ t  
with i ~ e r ,  her lit t le girl about G years old, and accepted a 
c igare t te  which she  l i t  up and began to  smoke with 
evident pleasure. The Jongpen squated on t he  floor and 
gave us a tune  on a queer looking low toned guitar  ins- 
t rument ,  and as our camp was said t o  be ready, we  l e f t  
soon a f t e r  and came down t o  it. The day had been 
most extraordinarily warm but w e  had t o  pile on coa t s  
a n d  other  things immediately t he  sun went down. 



7th.- 
about  tr;yi 
togral,l1s. 

-To-day we halted, and have been wandering 
n g  t o  find so~ne t l l i t~g  t o  slroot, and taking pho- 

The  country looI<s very excel le~l t  for pllga- 
s a n t s  and  s ~ c l l  game, but  t l ~ u  bird3 appear to  be very 
few, and not  mucll beyond pigeons and one or two 
pleasants have been brougllt in. \Ve weut over tile 
Jong, wlliclr was r i~ t l le r  disappoilltil~g as most of i t  is 
empty,  and beyontl t he  arluoury tllt'rt) is not I I I U C ~ ~  

of interest.  We, however, took i l lany  photcgraplls, 
wilicll or:pl~t to  be good. All t he  stores and boxes have 
been ovei.llauled and sorted, alld wd have managed t o  
get rid of a few loads. 

8th.-As we were atlxiorls to make an  expedition to  
Paro tagtsang Gornpa, mllicll is oue of t he  lloliest monas- 
t r ies  in  Bl~i i tao,  autl where uo I < u r o p e s ~ ~ s  have ever 
been, we a r e  staging ou anotller day in this camp. Tllo 
nlonastry is si tuated some 3000 feet  above the  valley on 
t h e  o ther  side of the river, and they told u s  the road 
was very bad. We clecided not t o  talre our own mounts 
as they were part ly shod, and woultl probably slip on 
tile rocks, so  we obtained three mules froin the  Jong- 
pen which were said to be very clever on t h e  hills. 
We s t a r t ed  before 9 A. M. and crossing t h e  river below 
the Jong w e  at once began to  ascend ; w e  were soon 
thankful we had not  brought our own animals as t h e  
t r ack  turued out  t o  be awful. Kow wading through 
frozen and slippery marshes, now passing along a cliff 
with a huge drop below one, and now ascending s teps  
c u t  in t h e  rock, we finally carne ou t  on the  top  of a 
spur and s aw  the  monastry almost on a level with us. 
The  general view was very pret ty ,  for these picturesque 
buildings were dotted a b o ~  t in the  forest  or  perched on 
t h e  t o p  of rocks, and a Bllutanese house is somehow 
d w a y s  picturesque. They a r e  very 11irl1, 3 or  4 stories 
very often, very solidly built, with over-banging rook and 
gables. The alliugle roofs lrave stones p u t  Swiss fashion 
t o  prevent t h e  sl~ingles being blown off. I n  addition 
they  seem nearly always t o  have t rees  near wlricll could 
not  be be t te r  placed for effect.. But  we  did not remain 
long admiring this view, for on turuing another corner, 
we suddenly came on what  was t he  real object of our 
visit, and we were not  in the  least  prepared for aoy- 



tlring so picturesque a s  we  ~,zu?. R i g l ~ t  in f ron t  
of us ant1 a litt le below was t l ~  mail] Gompa perclled 
abs~l t r te lg  ill tlie ~n i t l t l l e  of a gl~eer  cliff wit11 a drop of 
s t  le:~st 1500 feet o; bare rocli. 'I'l~e inol~astrg consisted 
of some tllree series of builtlings each two stories 11igh. 
'I'Ile o~il~tll.: alld lrlaitl t )u i Id i r~g was apparently t h e  
chief tcl~lple, fo i  i t  w;is sol,rnotrntetl by 3, vvr~.g brant i ful  
pildetl roof ce11t1 e piece. 'J'l~e walls were of a sor t  of 
dull white wi tll a bai;d of red(lis11 colour nc3alo the top, 
and there  were rnillly orer.l~anging balconies and st a i r  
cases  from one building t o  anotller. O i ~ e  or  two fine 
t rees  seemed t o  have clung t o  tlie rock in exactly t h e  
r ight  spots, and the wl~ole  effect was one of t he  mos t  
picturesque I have ever seen. Apparently t l ~ e r e  was 
no road t o  t he  place a t  all, but  our guides soon sllowed 
us the way. We had t o  climb clown oce side 
of t h e  ravine by a series of tiny steps cut in t h e  roclr, 
cross t he  gorge by a plank bridge, and mount up s e t s  of 
stone stairs  on the otller side. A foot ~nisplaced or  a 
slip would have sent  one down some tllousand feet, SO 
you can imagine one's progress was ra ther  slow. 
The Hospital Assistant. Surgeon had come u p  wit11 UP, 
but  lle absolutely refused t o  venture on this  path, he  
said Ire had been in inany queer places but  lle was n o t  
having any of this one! He turned tail and fled to 
where we  had left  t h e  mules. After  crossing t h e  
gorge we  found the  stone s ta i rs  u p  t o  t he  monastry 
fairly easy going, and we  were soon in  t h e  building. 
J u s t  before we entered a monk insisted on orlr drillking 
some ice cold water  n-lli(.llI~e ladled out to  u s  in a gourd 
from a 11oly spring. We were shown first into the main 
building i n  which is the  chief gompa, a room some 20 fee t  
by 10 feet with a bow window, and the  Lama received u s  
here. The room is very like tha t  in other Tibetan monas- 
tries, s Iulge image of Bndha in brass on one side, wi th  
his satellites on either side. An a l t a r  in front on which 
numerous but te r  lamps and incense were burning, and 
t h e  otlrer walls covered with quaint pictures in colour, 
principally of Gods in various at t i tudes  and each emble- 
mat ic  of Lile. This particular image of Budlra is a 
very fioe one, beautifully made and with more detai l  
than is llsually given. The whole of t he  screen surround- 
ing i t  was of good metal work and not t he  usual carved 



wootl. Some of the olller smaller illlagas, tlorjes, and 
ot,lier tllillgs were also r n t l i ~ r  out of the cornnloll, and of 
richer ~rrake t , l ~ i l . ~ l  orle usually sees. W e  w;c~~tle~*eri about 
the other b~iil(lil~g'i visi  tin:: sl~rines, (:lilill)ing 111) cl~laint 
stttirn, andl stantling 01: wootlell bi l lco~iie~ seerrl~r~gly 
absolutely in  the air. P u r l ~ a i ) ~  tlie rriost i ~ l t e r e s t i ~ ~ g  
s1ni~11 shrine we saw nras one i l l  n r~atu~eal Cilve irl the 
rock. I n  it was rt giltleri clwten colltnining tliiinerous 
well lnnrle gilded U ~ ( i l l i ~ ~  all sitting 011 a Iotw ~~Lant .  
&lurvellorls dorjes : L I I ~  tlluntier bolts iblwe said to  have 
been obtained from ~ l l e  lmocks near tho ~uonastry,  and 
our  scrvallts were very keen on obtaining small bits of 
rock as rnerr1etlt.o~ from the spots  these have been found 
in.  We even saw them gazillg about in cracks, hoping I 
suppose to  find solne of this buried treasure ! Oar re- 
turn  journey we found t l i s t i~~ct ly  easier and we managed 
t o  take some itlteresting l~llotographs. I n  a tiny corner 
of the rock near the rnonastry was what at f i rs t  loolted 
like a pigeon liouse, but wliicli turned out t o  be the 
home of a hermit, It was reaclled by n straight log 
some 40 feet lligll with notclies cu t  in  i t  for steps. This 
primitive ladder was placed almost upright, and I 
don't tliinlt any  one would have ventured to  disturb the 
hermits solitude. We had a great  climb up the  hill t o  
another ~nouastry by i~arne Sangtogperi, which was per- 
ched on the top of a rock, but wits quite easy of access. 
It made a very pretty picture, but tliere Iwas not much 
of interest in it. Still liigller up was a nunnery or 
" Anni Gompa," but  we had done enougll climbing for  
one day a n d  decided to  ge t  back a s  i t  soon becomes dark 
in December. We found a rather easier road straight 
down into the valley and from there were able to  ride 
our mules back t o  camp. 

9tlt.-Our road to-day lay straight down the  valley 
t o  Paro J o r ~ g  wl~icli is only about 9 miles from here 
and  about 8,000 feet  high. The valley is broad and fairly 
well cultivated thoupli rlumerous ruins bear testimony to 
tlie decrease i n  population which is said to be taking 
place in  most parts of Bllutan. Tile Bhutanese Agent  
in India, Ugyen Kazi, rnet us some three tniles from 
Paro, and we had to dismount and partake of t h e  usual 

kmurwa and fruit. This man has lived now for many 



years in Kalimpong, he speaks Hindustani, and 11~s 
mixed 80 much a m o ~ ~ g s t  Europeans that h e  knows our 
customs. He is at present one of the Tongsa Penlop's 
right hand mell, a i ~ d  llatl been s e n t  t o  bring us t o  Puoakl ls  
and look a f t e r  us  on the wag. Rourlding a corner w e  
go t  our first s ight  of the ruined Jorig, for sad t o  Say it  
was burnt  completely out  a month ago  'I'l~e outside 
walle a r e  still gtandinp, but  every bit  of wood work h a s  
been b w n t  out,  rit~d worst  of all every t l l i~lg tile J o n g  
contained, with t h e  e x c e ~ ~ t i o n  of a few old records, was  
dest.roycd. ICven in ruios the Jong is moet irnposirlg; 
it s t a n d s  on a small spur ove~- loo l< i~~g  the river and valley, 
is a n  immerlse square bui l t l i~~g,  antl must have towered 
over the valley. 0 1 1  outlgiirg spurs, aiid also on the !)ill 
sbove, nre f l a n k i n g  towere, some of them of very fair 
size We found our cainping place a11 laid ou t  and  
surrounded by a fence. 'I'lle r~eed  for tllis l a s t  was soon 
apparent  ss c~*ov~t l s  of people came t o  gaze at  us, a n d  i t  
was a diutirrct advantilge to have them kept  at some 
distance by t h e  fence. M a t  I l u t s  11arl been built for our 
se rvants  as well as cook-l~ouses arrd stables, a n d  wood, 
milk, cl~ickens,  eggs, slleep and grain \ ~ e l - e  brougl~  t 
in, so w e  were well provided for. Tire Paro Peillol) was  
wait ing in a t e n t  for us  antl a f te r  presenting t h e  lisual 
nrhi te  scarves  w e  were  led inside t o  pnrtalze 
of mllrwa, cllczng a r ~ d  pan. The  F'eiilop is a n  oltl ~ n m ,  
h e  has pot  a bad reputat  ion a s  a auler, for 11e scllreezes llis 
subjects  r a the r  too rrlucll, but  11e i l ~ p e : ~ r s  i ~ o w  t o  have 
rat t ler  broken up ant1 is get t ing more leniriit i r r  h is  
aid age. 'i lle b111.niilg of t l ~ e  Jong arltl his t r e a s u ~ ~ e s  I I ~ U S ~  

have  told on ll in~. H e  was accornl\auied b,y liis eon, 
a boy of about 15, who hat1 just  been Inolrietl. Our 
baggage wassoon in to-day, and a f t e r  lunch nlllite ant1 I 
w e n t  up t o  t l ~ e  Jong t o  see  t h e  ruins and iiicidentillly 
t o  shoot a few pigeon, of ~1~1licll w e  s a w  crowds f l y i n g  
about  ttle r u i n s .  We crossed t h e  r iver  by suc of the 
covered bridges I have d e s c ~  ibed and cl in~bed t h e  hill 
followetl by a crowd of inq~iisit~ive people. l'11e-y were 
al l  S O  ~ I ~ X ~ O U S  to  g e t  near  and see  u s  alid wha t  o u r  
clotlles were madc of ant] so o n ,  tllat OUI- prog~.ess was  
slow and shooting d id inc t  l_v dificlll t. l ' l ~ c ~ r e  was 
notlling t o  see in the  J O I I ~ ,  i t  is R corrl)lete r l l in  jilsitle 
every stick of wood a p p a r e ~ ~ t l j -  being burnt. The  ruins 



were still smouldering, one month afterwards,  and they 
were bringing wa te r  and pouring i t  over the heaps of 
rubbisl~. The  place is grrduallg being clearetl up; 
they have alreodg killcti one man,  a r ~ d  with their pre- 
mitive way of pulling down the  ruine will 1 fancy kill 
a good many more before they have Rniulwd. Wood is 
being collectetl for re-building, bu t  tlley say  i t  s i l l  take 
four years  to complete. 

10tlt.-\\Te spent  a quiet  day in camp. In t h e  morn- 
ing I wandered up tlie valley and across t h e  river to  a 
cur io~is  l i t t le  Golnpa s11al)etl like a cl~uten. There  was 
lio\vever not mrlcll of in teres t  in  i t  begonti nome good 
wall paintings. and a row of 100 prayer wheels built 
in to  t11e outsitle walls all round t h e  building. 111 the  
afternoon Wllite and I went  down the valley and 
s l ~ o t  sorne pigeon. 

11th.-The Pa ro  Penlop came 1.0 bid us  farewell, 
bu t  lie appeirrs t o  be a rnau wi th  very l i t t le  manners, 
and llntl ratllel- to be sl~owrl llis place. The baggage 
is  now en t,il-aly cnib~*iecl by coolies, c l ~ e e r y  s ~ u l s ,  but  
e x t r a o r d i ~ ~ a l ~ i l y  ugly, they llartlly lmve a feature 
amongst  tile lot of  tlletn, and about  half of tllern at  least 
liave goitre more or  less (leveloped. Tile Tongsa llad 
very lri~rdly sent us each 2111 excellent riding rnlile and 
as 11e hat1 also provided S o t l ~ e r  riding an~mals ,  these, 
wi th  the  orlev we iiad before, enabled us t o  mount al l  

r 1 our servauts.  1 h e w  same servants  a r e  liavillg a very 
excellent time, fo r  besides being ~ n o r ~ n t e d  they a r e  pro- 
vitletl wit11 all t h e  food they can  possibly e a t  and Inany 
lux~i r ies  tiley would never have otllerwise, besides tlley 
a r e  of course ,oreat bnkntlurs amongst  the people 
here. lve have Ugyen I h z i  and t h e  Duggye Jongpen 
told off t o  look a f t e r  11s and t o  accompatly u s  t o  Pun%- 
kha, so  we are well off. 

We crossed t h e  river by tlie big covere3 bridge be- 
low t h e  Jong, ant1 clilnbing up a s tone paved roat lwal  
soon found o~irselves looking down on t , l ~  ruins Pass-  
i n g  t w o  outwol-ks, one of wl~ ick  is a c~lriolls building 
formed of two  semi-circles built inside one another  
wit11 a centra l  circtllar towcr  rising from them t o  a 



lleigl~ t of some five st.o~-iug, we sod11 came out  amongst 
t l lu pitre w o o d s  wliicll go 1-ipllt 111) to  tlie summit of 
I i s  The road a t  l i~*s t  is ~ t s e p  slrd badly looked 
after ~11011gll q ~ ~ i t a  ri(laable, bu t  the  gradient  gradual- 
ly lessells i~elore t,Ire t,op of the  Bia La Pass (10,600 feet )  
H. disttrr~ce of 5 ii~ilos iro111 the bridge, is reached. Ltiglit 
on tile sl11r1111i t i n  a n~rlalI cleal.ir~g t o  the  left  o f  t he  road 
l i t .~n i ls  ljia La. d o i ~ g ,  I o r  i d  of  th ree  
atoria*; i t  is ii~l~abitc~cl,  i ~ l t  w e  tlill no t  go to  see  it. 
I I 11;tsu orre g e t s  r~ e f  I view extellding 
 fro^^^ ljeyot~tl 11;~ oli tile (.llr u11i1)i side alld sweeping 
~ o u l l d  to the  Nolatll wi tll Ullurr~olhari and  sorne ad jacent  
s n o ~ ~  peaks, and then East over t h e  Bl~utal lese  moun- 
t ~ i w  towards Purlalrlla. 

Tlle t rack down the 11ill is m 11cl1 s teeper  ant1 scarce- 
ly rideable. Stony alrd rougll iu ]nost places varied 
by open grass  gli~tles wllicli a r e  as  slippery as ice. 

Tlre camp is about four miles t l o ~ l o  the hill near 
t h e  bottom of tlle valley and j ~ ~ s t  below t h e  small 
village of Pelilitllan,v wllicl~ co11sists of m n e  8 to 10 
llouses ant1 a small Jong. Tile local otticinls had g o t  
evei*gthing ready for us, but our baggage was very 
l a t e  get t ing in, aud i ?  was da rk  and very cold before 
we got tlie t en t s  a l l  up. 

12tk.-l'his is our first cloudy morning,  and tliough 
i t  is not so cold, SIIOW has  fallen on all the l l ipl~er hills. 
Some of our coolies have deserted drlring the  night  
and  the re  is difficulty in a small place like this  in 
get t ing more, lloivever all tlle principal baggage was 
away early, and i t  is  not a very severe marcli. 

Our  road lies S.-W. down the  valley t o  where i t  joins 
t h e  Tliimbu river, up  wl~icll  w e  march for another 
six miles, or  t w e l v e  i n  all. It is a fairly good road 
all t h e  way thoug11 ofcor~rse n;lrrow nild stony. 
Deser Led 11011se~ Seem a1 rnost Inore coin rimn here, 
ant1 it is sad t o  see I~o\v ~nucl l  l ; ~ n J  I gone 
out  of cultivation. An immense a ~ n o u n t  of t ime and 
energy I I I I I S ~  have been spellt on a g~.e;tt tlral GI  th is  
waste land, for i t  is  all terraced and in I I  ally places 



irrigation cl~annels have been made  for miles along tile 
hill sides, a n d  in so111e cases aqueducts built across 
streams. It is said a n  epidemic of small-pox attacked 
this part of Bllutan a few years ago, and that  this is 
the reason for most of the ruined a c ~ d  empty llouses, 
but many  of tlle~rl l ~ave  been clese~*ted quite lately a11d 
there ]nust be other reasons bevitles the sn~all-pox. T l ~ e  
Thimbu river cornes do w 11 from bexoucl OII ulklolhari a,md 
here i t  is same 30 jartls wide, braiitifully clear water 
wit11 solnavelay fine pools in  wllicll tllere oliyl~t to be 
As11 \Ve cross and re-cross it two or tlllaet: tinlev by 
wooden cailtelever bridges, and fiually fort1 it jiir t 01'- 
posi te  our cam yiug grountl a t  C11;ilunlaplle. 111 the 
middle of tl:e camp is i~ inost inagnilicerrt cypress tiare 
sonle 60 to GO feet i n  circulnference ; b u t  i t  is gettillg 
ratllel* spoilt by the rlullleiaous tires wllicll are lit rolllld 
it in order to  get shelter for cooki~~g,  for tlie wind 
at times 11o1~ls up this valley. It is t~ little warmer 
here ant1 the cloi~ds seen1 to be clearing off. JV11ite 
~nfor tu~la te ly  is clown with a bad cold a11c1 fever, and 
has llad to retire to bed. Reunick's foot is better, alld 
as 11e s a y s  our M u g  cool< does not lrnow llow to  111alte 
a curry, n dish to wl~ ic l~  lle is pa~~ticularlg i~artinl, 
be has bee11 spentliug tile afternoon mnltir~g a 
wontlerful concoctioll of his own, in orcler to give u s  a 
real treat a t  dinncr to-iliglit. 

13tlt.-TYe are a11 alive after Ren~liclt's curry ! but 
are rather n bat1 catrlp for IVllite is still in bed, 
though better, itenniclt has developed a gouty 
tendency iu his otlrer foot, and I have apparently 
suffkred from tlre effects af tlie curry and am not very 
bright. However I do not intend to miss the cliance 
of seeing Tasllichu Jo~rg, and Ca~n l  bell and I witlr a 
numerous following left about 10-30 to ride t11e four 
miles u p  the valley. The first part of the road is in 
water  cl~annel and rather tunpleasant, (indeed the 
Bhutanese often seem to make these roads do do:] ble 
duty) the remainder is not bad, and we arrived at  t h e  
Jong in an hours time. The valley is ev ide~~t ly  well 
populated, for m e  passed numerorls villages on either 
s i d e  of the river. and lligll u p  the mountain are t w o  
large colonies of Lamas. Tashicho Jong is the summer 



oapital of Dhntni~. This means that the Dharma and 
Deb Ltajal~s live there ill summer, and i n  Punakha in 
winter, H I I ~  tl~eir following of sorne 1,500 Lamas migrate 
wi tlr t l ~ e n ~ .  At p ~ * e ~ c ~ ~ t  tliere is neither a Dl~arma nor s 
Deb Itajal~, for the Deb Jlajall resigned last year and ha8 
secli~tled Ili~rlself in hie rnonnstry above Paro. While no 
f resll re-irlca tanstion of the Dllarn~a Raja11 IIRS  yet been 
f u .  l'he I)l~al*ma Rajah is t.lle re-incarna t.ion of the 
Gtlrll ltirnl,oclle wtro was the re-iorai-nat.ion of the head 
or spi l e i  t of l311rll1a lllle last one died nearly four rears 
ago, ai~tl 11suall y a new one is found by the Larrlas within 
tllree Fears. 'lll;eg l i l ld this re-inc;trnation i n  a chiltl born 
about the time the last ~-e-incal-uatioll (lied, and it is 
curiolla tlrat they a.re taking ao long i.n their sea~~cli.  

T l~e  Jong is an immense builtling some 180 yds. 
by 100 gds, there are two e~l tr i t~~ceu on the S and E. 
faces. I t  is bui l t  in tile llr~ial w a y  of stones set ill loud, 
with the 011 ter face of t l ~ e  walls slopping ~ l i g l ~  t ly  back. 
For the first 40 feet or so there are no wiuclows, and 
practical1 y the first story begins a t  that I~eigllt, there 
being two other' stories aljove, most of the windows of 
wllicll have overhanging wootlen balconies with sliding 
shutters. These are rlsually coloured red and blue a#nd 
are often carved and painted with design$;:. 'I'lle main 
entrance is some fifteen feet above the ground, and is 
reaclletl by a moveable woodell stairway wllicll could 
be easily take11 a w a y  were the Jong att,acl;ed; inside 
there is a stofbe stair leading to tile main corlrtyard. 'l'lie 
p~*illcipal buildilrgs are on the four walls of t11e Jollg, 
while illsitle the collrtyard are two square tonrer.-,, one of 
tlrese is tlre home o f  tlre Dl~arrna 13ajal1 and is now under 
repail-, t l ~ e  other is a very illag~lificent new Gompa 
wllicli 11as lately been erected by cl~e Tl~imbu Jol~g- 
pel], the real " Lord of the Castle." Tl~is being f I-eshly 
built anti painted, stands out frorn its sill rou~~dings, 
and a n  immense arnour~t of money and labour r ~ l u s t  
have bee11 spent on i t ,  for the main Qonlya, with its 
images is the finest I have ever seell. 'I'lle central figure 
is a 11uge gilded statue or' Budha whiclr stands Home 
20 feet liigh, though Rudlia is in n s i t t i ~ ~ g  posi- 
tion. Above aid aieound this is a )luge canopy and 
baclzgroulld of golden leaves. The image itself 



is well executed and is ~ * i c l ~ l y  strltldetl wit11 precious 
s tones  and turquoise. 0 1 1  ei tller side are a t  tentlant 
female figures, l i e  i 11 tlor~lble ~.o\.vs oii encll 
side a r e  more tJlarl life'eizetl figures of other Ul~liti~llese 
Gods. Ricl~ ly  err~l)roitlel.etl flu gs illid lbr~(bi~ tl(t4l SO I 011s 
a r e  111lng about,  while the  walls ;we c o v r ~ . c ~ ~ I  \\it11 tho 
usual paintings. 111 front  of tho  cent^ a1 figlire is tlro 
a l ta r ,  wi th  its I,uttthr 1arnl)s :111(1 v i ~ ~ . i o r i s  s l l i l ~ ) ~ d  V i l S t J H  

and bowls a ~ ~ t t  its nbiquit,ol~s elelbl~ar) t t rlsltx. IVc 
were  taken rig11 t ronr~cl tile blliltlil~gs wllich co~l l l~r ise  
t h e  tlwellinps of the  Deb l<;tjall. Tllilllbli . J o ~ ~ g p o l ~ ,  'l'lli~rlbu 
Zirnpon, ant1 Inany o t l ~ e r s ,  \vllile cells for tlw I,nlliiis a re  
every where. Iblost of tllest! bigger I I I ~ I ~  11avt. t heir own 
private Gompas, nirlcll on tlle same 1 i tles, t l 1ouz11 t h e  Uods 
vary and also the irlntei.ia1 of wl~icll  t,llc.y ;ere iriatle. Uufor- 
tunate ly  i t  is winter  a11 tlre Lainas a r e  nnray at 
P u n a k  ha, and even the o tller Ireadinen l ~ a v e  pone t o  
a t t end  t h e  ceremony there, so tlrat inany of the  iaooms 
were  tlisilrailtletl ant1 bare. The quar ters  of t h e  .longpen 
and his understudy t h e  Zimporl wit11 their  walls 
covered wit11 arms and sllields, are a very marblted 
cont ras t  t o  tlie religious air  of t,l~cl rest, of the builtling. 
W e  l~a t l  luncll in tlie Jongpen's rooms and were sllpl~lied 
wit11 omelette, rice, and a huge tlisll of lrorrible lookirlg 
meat ,  nearly all pork. This last  needless t o  say we 
did not  touc11. I n7as amused t o  see  heye allnost our 
first renlinder of our own world i n  pliotos of IVllite, 
and otller groups and pictrlres beiilg lrung up : l~nor~gst  
a l l  this oriental bravelay. l'lieg sllowecl 11s here  a11 
extreme1 y s1101.t tlonl?le barrel laif1 e \vIiich llrttl beet1 
made on t h e  premises, and as far a s  looks went  a wonder- 
ful imitation of a cionl)!c exl)laess rifle. The  stoclr w a s  
of beautifully pnlisl~rtl walnut, all t h e  engraving 
had been exactly copietl. cvrn t l ~ e  name of Walter  Loclre 
ant1 Go: llad been put  on. t l ~ o n g h  I R ~ I  bound to  sag this 
l a s t  was r, l i t t le  q n a i ~ ~ t  and difficult t o  read. 'Flley 
told 11s t h a t  20 Inore of these rifles had been made 
and taken  wit11 tlie Jongpen t o  Pnn;lltl:n. On the 
North side of t h e  Jong is the prirlcipal inonastry, (I 
huge room wit11 two or  three  sets of galleries extending 
r ight  up t o  t h e  roof, this unfortuniltely \\Tas almost 
en tirely dismantlecl a1-1(1 t h e  Gods looked dust.;)l and 
ullcared for. Ou ei ther  side of the entrance t o  this hall 



were ra ther  interesting paintings; one a very good 
picture of tlle Budllist "Wheel of Life," and t h e  other  
apparently llaviog ~ o m e t l ~ i n g  t o  do witli astronomy, 
tllougll what all the  various lines, circles and discs 
m e a n t  I coliltl not fathoin. 

White was np wlle11 we  got  back t o  camp and is 
evi(1e11tlg 111i~t:l1 better ,  we also found t ha t  the long 
loolieti for tlnlc llsd arrived, so w e  were so011 busy wit11 
our le t ters  and papers. 

Itlt11.-We were early as t i r  this  rnoiat~ing, and 
every tlliligs was out  of calnp soon a f t e r  8 A .  M. The 
ea1~1.y rno~-nings nre bi tt,erly cold and. every tliing is 
frozen Ilartl, tlle sun itself i ; ~  warm, bu t  as it seldom 
ge t s  t o  the  bottom of some of these valleys till 
about 10 A. nr., one usually lias t o  s t a r t  ofI with all 
kil~tls of e x  tra-clothing 011, wl~icli  one slleds gradually 
as i t  ge ts  wsl-mer. About lialf a mile from camp we 
visited the sinall Jong of Simtoklla, i t  11as some 
iilterestiirg images and carved fi::ul0es in  stone, but 
is not of lnl~cll importance. Our lboatl now took u s  
almost due JCast u p  a liarrow v a l l e ~  for some eiglit 
miles, t h e  going was fair, but  in some 131ac3e.i ice had 
made t he  road r a t l ~ e r  tlangerous. 0 1 1  r'eacl~ing t h e  
top  of t he  Dokgong La Pass, about 10,000 feet ,  we  go t  
a most magnificent panoraina of tlle everlasting snowy 
range t,o the  North of Bhutan, cornrnencir~g not far 
froin Ohomoll~ari, and going right away past  Kulu Kangri. 

Most of these peaks range from 23,000 t o  about 
25,000 feet, ant1 every one stood out  clearly as tliere 
was not a cloud in t he  sky. On crossing tlie pass 
one see:ns t o  en ter  at  once illto a n  entirely different 
climate, one leaves behind the willtry pine forests, 
and descends immediately into rodedendran scrub and 
vegetation exactly like rainy Si kkitn- Tlle undergrowth 
is dense, and the  t rees  a r e  covered wit11 moss and 
ferns, whicli shows t h a t  t he  rainfall on this  side of 
tlie pass must be very much grea ter  than  on the 
other. Tile road descend-I very steeply, and in 
many places a l i t t le  lower down tile hill is nothing 
more t h a n  a watercourse, both very muddy and very 
stony. The Thimbu Jongpen had r e n t  us ou t  mules, 
hu t  White and I prefered to walk most of t h e  way 



down t lle 11ill. Our camp 11ad been pitcl~etl I- igl~t a t  tlre 
foot of tlie valley in sorl~e lieltls just across the river. 
It is distinctly warmer t l ~ a n  any of our pioevioliu calnpn, 
b u t  even here once the slru goes do\rrn i t  gets very 
chilly and one is glad of a fur coat, and a big oairrp fire. 

15th.-We had abolit 7 miles t o  1-ide inlo c;lmp 
to -day  and the road w a s  ftzirly level. Sorne four ~rliles 
from Punakl~a  we were tnet by a tlepl~tution f r  oln tire 
Tongs21 Peulop. H e  hat1 sent tlrc Glrassa Jo11gpetl witlk 
scarves of welcome, and baskets of fruit, olSallges 
bananas and per.sirn mons, besides sealed wicker cove~*ed 
bamboos filled with morwa imtl cllang. They evi- 
dently clo not a l toget l~er  t r w t  their carriers, for every- 
thing is a lwi~ys  most carefully tied tip and sealed. 
There were a t  least five or six gayly capai*isoneti 
mules for each of us t o  ride, sent by the  Tongsa, the 
Punzlltl~il Jongpen, Deb Zilnpot~, and ot l~ers ,  so we lrad 
mnuy to  pick from. The Totlgsa had also sent his bairtl, 
this  consistetl of six meti, two in red were the trurn- 
peters, wl~ile the remaintler who were dressed i n  green, 
carried tlroms and gongs. The mass of colours of every 
shade was most picturesque, and we nlrlst have m a d e  
a very gag processio~~ as we star ted off again towards 
Punakha. One sees notbirr$ of the  Jor~g  until rourltliog 
a corner one suddenly sees Punakl~a,  about half a mi le  
off, below in the valley. It is situated on a point of 
land just above the junction of two rivers. 1 t is a large 
picturesque building inrlcll on the style of Taslricbu 
Jong tllougll not so regularly built. Conr~ecting i t  with 
t h e  f u r t l l e ~  banks of the rivers a re  two covered bridges 
with their a t t e n d a i ~ t  guard towers. A t  the  point 
where we got our first view of Punalrl~a J o ~ g  is 
a long Mendong, and here more retainers had come 
out to  meet us, and our procession was further increas- 
ed by two damcers. l'hese preceded White down t h e  
hill playing sort  of double tambourines, and t w i ~ t i n g  
and twirling to  the beat of these as they descended 
tlie r atll. Our procession must have ex tended for quite 
half a mile along the  hill side. First came the pipes 
and drums and escort of the 62nd Punjabis, then some 
20 led mules, most of them with very magnificent 
paddle cloths, their syces and other retainers who had 



come to meet us, tljen some 20 men, the bodrgllard of 
t l ~ e  Toi~gsa, these were dressed in beautihi sill< and 
b~-ocilde dresses of all colour~, and each \yore a yellow 
sctti*f. rl'lie band ant1 dancers followed, and tllen 
we o~~r*selves carrle followed by olmderlies ancl servants. 
I'llese were all mounted arid in their red coats. l'lle 
wlrole procession was in s i ~ ~ g l e  file on accou~lt of tile 
narrow mountain path, and with the gag coloul-s lllllst 
have irlatle a brave slrow for the country people, wllo 
llad flocked in i n  tl~ousands, as we gradually wended o[lr 
way ncl'oss the britlge, tlrl'ollgll a colaller of tile Jong 
t o  our ow11 cnnlp, wllicll l r ~ d  been pitched to the No1 tll 
on sorne level g~~ound a few llulldretl grlrtls t'ro~l] 
Jong. A t  t l ~ e  camp en tralrce w a s  tllc l ' c ~ ~ g s ; ~  J't.lllop 
wit11 h i s  colir,cil waiting to receive u s  as 1i.e tlisllrnulltetl, 
and they col~doc:ted US up a pat11 covered witlr rod 
clotl~, ant1 between lines of Rowers and  sllrubs ill pots, to 
t h e  lMess House they Ilad rnade for 11s; this w e  entered 
and it11 bu t  the  council were excluded. The Tl?ol~gsa 
and o~lt.selves sa t  a t  the elit3 of t I I C  room while the coun- 
cil were seated on one side. The three men~bers of coun- 
cil were the Paro Penlop. rlre T11iml)u Jongpen, the 
P u n a k l ~ a  Jongpen, and the Deb Zempon. T11e Tags Pen- 
lop was prevented by illness from coming. Of these 
only the 'l'ongsa and the Deb Zimpon had been nit 11 u s  in 
Calcutta for the Prince of Wales' visit. J1711en w e  were 
seated, the coun'cil i n  turn, 11eaded by the Tongsa, pre- 
sented u s  each with scarves, and afterwards murwa, 
tea, and other tllings were brought. \1711ite talked to the  
Tongsa for some time, and then the latter came round t o  
each of us to say how pleased 11e was to see u s  11ei.e and 
t o  welconle u s  to Bhutan He is a sllort man, thick set, 
wit11 a pleasant face, but a great Ceal of character and 
determination i n  i t ,  indeed he is the " strong man " of 
Bhutan. The otlier members of council are all of rather 
a different type to the ordinary Bllutia one meets, 
they have all more refined faces, perl~aps the P u n t l k l ~ a  
Jongpen has tlie pleasantest face, but they are  all meo 
of character and distinct gentleme~l. 

The camp they have laid out for u s  bears rery evi- 
dent traces of what they saw in Ualcutta. The red cloth 
laid down to walk on, the llouses they have made for us, A 



a n d  t h e  rows of pot plants. Many of these last  a r e  
distiuctl  y c~i r ious  for  they comprise onions, ends of 
suga r  cane, bi ts  of br;~tlclleu, autl tiler ( ~ l l i ~ i ~ l  t greellery 
s tuck  ill pots. We l~t lve each our owl1 l i t t le  woodell 
llotlee consistiirg of one room and a bat11 room, these 
a r e  raised o l ~ o u t  18 inches from t h e  groolrd, have 
sl l i~lgle roofs wit11 storlev 011 tllern, ant1 a1-e sulu- 
1noi111 ted by s ~ n a l l  colo~lred prayer flags. Inside, 
whole llolise is  covered with thiu whi te  clotll, aild 
has a frieze of clrapetl coloured silks. The w i ~ ~ d o w s  
are iiintl of small port l10les, of colirse wit l~oll t  
glass, bu t  they each have a onlall shu t t e r  t o  pllll 
across  a t  nigllt. 'l'lley Ilave no f u ~ ~ n i t r ~ r e .  The Mess is 
a higgisll rooin some twenty  f e e t  sclirare, wit11 a sma.11 
l~a l l ,  half of wllicll we have turned into  a pantiey. I t  is 
covered with  cloth in t h e  same w a y  as tlie smaller 
hoiises, but  wonderful pictures in colotir cover the walls, 
and a large yellow a ~ ~ d  red cur ta in  is  tlraped so t h a t  i t  
call be l e t  down a t  night. As t h e  walls have t h e  sarne 
elllit11 ~ O I - t  lloled all roond as in orir houses, i t  gives the  
effect of being in a cab in on board ship. They llavo made 
a n  excelleut table in the cen t re  of tlie room wl~icll  is 
covered with  i$ w l ~ i t e  table-cloth, gummed or glued to 
tile table ! 'I1llere a r e  t en  wooden a r m  chairs wllicti 
would (lo credit  t o  ally carpenter ,  and when one con- 
siders that these  people have  no saws, no rllanes, no 
nailu, ant1 in f ac t  t h e  very roughest of tools, I really 
tliink tlie result  they have a t ta ined  quite wonderful. 

Outside the  liouses a r e  painted wlrite, and small 
s t a i r s  lead t o  tlie doors. I n  rear  a r e  m a t  h u t s  for o u r  
servants,  and on one side i s  a n  excellent Ititcl~en with 
a coolriug range of mud and stone. E a c h  side of this  
enclosure is quite 100 yards, i t  is surrounded wi th  
a fence, and every few yards branches of pine t r e e s  
a r e  planted ill t he  ground. Our stables axe r ight  outside 
tile enclosure, ancl w e  have a river a sllort distance off 
on either  side, s o  t h a t  I don't think w e  coulli be b e t t e r  
prbvided for. 

16tlz.-To-day we have  spent  se t t l ing down, ge t t ing  
t h e  presents  ready, and generally making ourselves 
comfortable and  ready for w h a t  i s  to cqme. I n  t h e  
afternoon White and 1 walked over to  t h e  Jong to  see 



w1~ot.e they pr-oposed to have  t l ~ e  ceremony. I t  is to be 
i n  a big room on the grout~d  floor, this l ~ n s  a, pallerg all 
rout~d ant1 id  capable of l~olding inany I~ril~dreds of 
spec ta to~ .s  l ' l~e people were  busy decorating t l ~ e  
place atltl generally ge t t ing  the; iDooln ready, so we (lid 
i ~ o t  hotllei8 tllern by ~ t a y  inp. Unfo~  tunately,  like most 
o f  t l l e ~ t :  roolns, the place is very dark, h i t  tlley l~ropose 
t o  openings tl lrougl~ the  roof wllicll 011gllt t o  
givesotlle light. At, the  maill  e n t r a ~ ~ c e  t,o t,11e J o t ~ g  
was quite a ~ I I S J ~  l i t t le  bazaar, tlle fi18st I hat1 see11 in 
t11e co11utt.y. On cllle side were  the  clotll nler 'cl~ants 
sellirrg l ~ o t l l  13llntnnese clot 116 atld clleap c o t t o ~ ~ s  from 
dow11 couutrdy, ar~tl on t h e  other  were the  sweetmeat  
sellers and  the  pelt merclrants. The Ullu tatlese a r e  
always  cllewing lwcn ant1 these  inercllants i r~us t  drive 
a good trade. 

17tk.-'I'l~ia ie t h e  day  of t h e  installation of the 
Tongsa Penlop as Maharajah of Bhutan.  We were 
early astir ,  and White and I went  over t o  tlle Jong  t o  s e e  
about a place t o  fit up a camera  so as t o  take the 
ceremolly. They have opened up  the roof on t w o  sides 
and the  room is now quite light. T l ~ e i r  prel);wa:ions 
were  evitlen tl y no t  quite complete, for servan ta, and 
Lalnas were busy carrying t l ~ i n g s  :.bout. We l e f t  camp at  
exactly 1 0 ~ .  nf. t o  walk over t o  t h e  Jong. The pipes aud  
drums preceedetl u s  playing " Highland Laddie," then 
came White ill Political uniform, Rennick ill St.aff kit, 
C ~ I I I  pbell in G u tliier uniform, and rngself i l l  Highland 
uniform. \17e were followed by \Vl~it,e's orderlies in red, 
and then cama tlre escort of t11e 62ntl. On enterjog tlle 
main gateway we were me t  ljy the Tongsa I'ctllol) and 
his council a i d  c o ~ ~ d t l c t e d  to  the hall. The place was  
decorated wit11 floating hannet*s of brocatle ant1 silk, 
ant1 on the  walls were  tile precious religioris pictiu'e 
scrolls worked in silk. A t  the further end were three  
raised tlaises wi tll slllall a l t a r  tables in front, these 
were covered wit11 c ~ ~ s l l i o l ~ s  n s i lk  clotlls. I n  t h e  
cent re  sat tlre Tongsa, with White on Iris right, and tlle 
Tatsang ICl~empo the head of tlle Lamas on his left. 

Our seats were down t h e  side of the room next  to 
White, ant1 the  four members of council sat in continua- 



tion of t he  row. On the o t l ~ e r  side facing os were tile 
T a r ~ g u  Lama and ten other rep~*esentative L a l n a ~ ,  all  in 
their  gorgioos robes of ofice and wenring brocotle llats. 
White's olBclarlies stood bellillti ililu. and 1)ellinti our 
chairs  t he  escort lined up. All t l ~ n  relnaintler of t.lle 
space bellind the cllairs was  crowtletl wit.\\ taet;~i~lor-s artd 
Lalaas, tlln cen t re  of the rooln being e~npt,y.  l'lle 
gallery wllicll runs right i~oiind the  rooin was tilletl wit11 
spectat.ors, who also crowtletl on t o  the  heil~ns of t,he 
roof where t.lle sllillgles been ihcrnoved for ligllt, 
altllor~gll they were rer1eatetl1.y tlri ven otT by t he  
Lamas. Opposite the  Tor~gsa, a t  the  otlrar end bf t h e  
room, was a u  e~ltal* covered w ~ t l l  liglltetl 1)rittc.r 1;~mps.  
The  Tongsa was  dressed i n  blu silk brocade wi tll the 
star and ribboll of tile I<. U. 1 .  tmcl roun(1 him 
was the scarlet  shawl wllicll o111g the  council wear. 
Everyone was U P  course in his best tlress, and as these 
a r e  of every couceiveable cololir, you can irnagiue wllat 
a l~alidiscopic eflec t tlie whole producetl. hien walked 
up and down, with whips made of r a w  hide, trying to 
keep order. The Tlli~nbu Jongpeil was  evidently master of 
t h e  ceremonies. The  proceedings opened wit11 the  pre- 
sentat ion of the  Go ver~lment gifts. the11 the  council in 
t u rn  gave white scarves while their presel~ ts and those 
of their  lligller ~fficials  were laid down in front of t he  
Tongss, msltiug a ]luge pile down the  centre  of the room 
of bags of tanltas (Tibetall silver co i~ls  3 to  the  rupee), 
clotlls, bags of grain, basltets of but te r  aacl so on. AS 
each nian carne u p  to  give his offeriug, he lillfoltled his 
scarf with a flourisll, it was then talren by the Thimbu 
Jonpperl and waved in the  a i r  wllile he announced t h e  
m a d s  name. Preseuts  of cloth were first banged on 
t h e  ground, then oljelled with a sweep t o  their full 
ex t en t  so as t o  display tl\e wllole length and contents. 
These of course llad been preriouslg rolled so as t o  open 
in this way. After all the Penlops, Larnas, and Jong- 
pens had in this way given tlieir offerings. the  Toncsa 
and colincil came and presented us with scarves. Tea  
and other drinks were llnnded round, first soms ytLm 
soup, sweel brown stuff like cocoa, tllen but te r  tea,  and 
then cllang. As  small quantities of each of these mere 
poured into t he  same cup you can imagine the  awful mix- 
ture, fortunately we were not really expected to  tirink 



it all up. Previously t o  handing these liqilids round, the 
jars were brought in, placed on t he  grollatl, and  t11e 

s tastetl tlre contents  wit11 a ladle, tl~is to  
ellow t h a t  no poison was contaillad. 

A scribe now got  1111 and read ou t  the oath  of alle- 
giance wlricl~ all  the  ireikdme~l were t o  t ake  to  t h e  new 
fifal~a~*ajal i ;  this was writ ten on parecl~lnent, and each of 
tile llertdmen ctllne 111) a n d  prlt 11;s seal t o  tlre document, 
tile cliief Lama, the l ' a t sa i~g  Kl~ernpo, wlro llas pos- 
sessioir o f  t h e  Dliar~na. R ~ , ~ H I I ' M  beal, pl*od~lced this from 
a casket. I t  is a l ~ u p e  t iring ~ o l l i e  6 i~lclles square. 
Tlie paper llad first t o  be 1110st carefully damped with 
warn] water ,  then the  seal was p a i ~ ~ t e d  over wit11 
vel-~uilion, a!ld firr;tIly the ill~pression was  tal(e11; 
tlle whole tlring heir;:: dolre with tlre grea tes t  caie 

ant1 in te~ .es t ,  for- evidently t h e  seal is 11ot often used. 
Tlle o t l ~ e r  seals t o  t l ~ e  t l o c ~ ~ r i ~ e n t  were all done in blaclr. 
Tlre La111as as t11e-y left tlreir seats ei t l~el-  t o  give 
preseirts, 0 1  to  ;I Aix their seals, a1 wags tool( off t l ~ e i r  l lats 
and ro1~t.s of oitice, t l ~ e s e  being resumed wllell they 
again sea tetl tl~elnselvc~s. The seal i l~g of the  docunler~ t 
took over a n  Ilo~lr, r111d rnear~nrl~ilc: we took some 
snal~slro t s  of t l ~ e  proceedings A f tei. t h e  las t  Jongpen 
lrad put  his seal t o  the par.clrmerrt, l l ' l~ i te  got up 
and rnade a short  speeclr, in  w l ~ i c l ~  he wislled t h e  new 
Bl;thal.ajalr a prosperous time, ant1 conp~.atulatetl t h e  
people on  t l ~ e i r  clloice. H e  a t  tlie same t i ~ i l e  presented 
the bbl~ll ;~~' i t i t ) '  of tlle Viceroy. The ~ p e e c l ~  and "lrl~;ii.ita" 
were  translatc~tl ill to  'I1ibet.an ant1 the w ~ ~ i t t e r l  copies 
l~anded  to  tlre 'I'ongsa, we  t l ~ e i ~  each pave t h e  hlaha- 
ra-jalr our white scarves, and congra tlilated l r i t r r  as being 
t h e  first King of Blr11til11, for "Ghelpo" is  what  they 
call him and this means King. 

We now adjour i~ed t o  tlie Tongsa's private quartells 
where  lle gave 11s refreslr~nents. The rlsual omelette, 
rice, f ru i t ,  and drinks, allti a f te r  Wllite had taken 
pllotos of some presentation ponies, and the  Lamas' 
band, by special request  ; we gob back t o  camp about  
1 U ' C ~ O C ~ L  

Tlle 1lahar.1 jah a n d  council had been asked to  d i ~ l n e r  
at 7 P. M., but  at 6 P. ar. just as I was tlrilllting of lrrrving 



a quiet t ime  to wr i te  some letters,  tlre wl~ole  crowd 
turoed up, evidrn tly by some ~l l is take il l  t l ~ e  tillre, 
ant1 we llad to errterttlill thern. I llurriutl oIr diulrer 
a s  miloll as possit)le, alltl for tui~ate ly  we, 11ad brougllt 
a g r e a t  lnallg llrecllallical toys, a grarn~tpl1011e, a ~ l d  
o ther  t l i i t~gs wllicll deli2 lltetl t l~erl~. but i t  was [ ic ing  
work for so  long. 'lllle t11i11g t h a t  see~lletl t o  take best 
was all electric bat tery ,  a~ltl a f te r  the  Tllil~bbu Jo l~gpen  
hat1 sw t on t h e  floor f ibo~n the  elfec t s  of a, slluck given 
 hill^, ire tleligl~tetl in  getsting llew people t o  corkitt, alld 
gave  t l ~ e n l  slloclts 11irl1snl f, Ilow li11g wiLI1 laughter  
i f  tlley dropped the  lrantlles like hot potlttoes, wllioll 
they  genarally d id  as tlre 1~atte1.y was 1)ruttv s t ro l~g .  
A t  table they bel~avecl ex trelnoly well, j u s t  " \ \ ra tc l~i t l~  
one i f  they were  llot q11it.e sut't: what  t o  (lo, b ~ r t  t w o  
of tllem llatl beell iu Calcut ta  with us, the 'l'ongsa 
hi111self ar~cl tlie Deb Zilrlpon, and the  otliet-s l l t~(i  
evitle~ltly learnt  all about i t  ~ r ~ l t l  about  our wage. 

18t7~.-AIl the  Government presents l l i i ~ e  been divid- 
ecl r l p  il~l(l presented to-tlap. Practicslly all t he  lead- 
iug I~eac l l~~en  11;~vo come iu for sometlliug, from saddlas 
aud lieltl glasses, t o  clot11 and meclla~lical toys. I t  was  
a rnus i~ \g  t o  see  how pleased they were i f  tlloy go t  
wha t  they wall tstl, arrtl they g e n e ~ ~ a l l y  llad give11 pt*ett.y 
broad l l i~ l t s  as t o  where tlleir t a s t e s  lay .  'L'l~e lesser 
Jongpens i~rld uutlerlings got  inolley p r e s e ~ ~ t s  wit11 a 
l i t t le  clot ll i~ncl tea. The 'I1ougaa usually al)pcars wcar-  
ing a hitloous c a p  wllicll ire inust lwve p l ~ ~ - c l ~ a s e t l  for 
lliiliself in Calcutta,  arbd in wllicll he  evidently fancies 
l~irnself, i t  is a llideous arrangement  of clot11 with  
a black leather  pealz. 

19tJ~.-We l ~ a v e  all  been in full dress again  to-day, 
for tlm presentation of t h e  Government s~ibsitly. The  
Rg. 50,000 which the  Iutl ian Govertlme~l t give arlnually 
according t o  t l ~  T r e i ~ t y  of 7.866, io wllicll tlie Blluta- 
nese cetiecl tlie Duara to the  Government of India. 
T h e  s l ia~nian 111 llacl hean prepared for t h e  Durbar, and 
t h e  g ~ ~ a r t l  prase11 ted :rr:n3 as t h e  Mallarajall came in to  
t h e  enclosure. The  Tol~gra and  council gave  u s  scarves, 
and a sin ~ll offering of sal t ,  a n d  c lo ths  was  laid i n  frout  
of White, who than I0r1i13lly llanled over t h e  t reasure  to 



t h e  Toogsa. One box was  opened and a bag of a thou- 
salltl rupees counted out. T h e  boxes were tlrerl taken 
over  by tho Deb Zirnpou wlio sent  t l ~e~nof f  to the Jong. 
'l'lre \j71101e ceremony only lasted quar ter  of a n  hour, 
\Vllite took a group of the Tongsa, council, and the 
hlission as we were all in full dress, and afterwards li- 
quellrs, cake and sweets  W ~ : ~ C  handed round. We rhad 
ilrterltled to  go over t l ~ e  Jong this morning, but i t  is one 
of tllcir ~~ujcrll, days 80 we have put our visit off till 
to-~nor't~ow. 

20th.-We visited the  Jong t l i iv  morning, but it 
was a litt le tlisappointir~g as he i l~g  tlie Headquarters 
of tlie L:ima comrnul~ity for six montlls in  tlie year. It 
was  dirty, very smelly, and rattler tawdry ; ant1 not a 
patcli orr 'I'ashicllujong, tllougli I daresay that also is 
pre t ty  dirty when the L,amits a r e  in residence. We 
paid a visit t o  the  c t~ ie f  TJama t l ~ e  Tatsang ICernl~o, and 
s a w  a Service being colld~lcted in the  principal hlonas- 
try. The Lamas sat in rows on the floor a ~ l d  cllanted, 
while a band consisting of two long trumpets, cymbals 
and tlrums kept time. The dnlrns a r e  about 10 i l lcl~es 
in  diameter and 8 inches thick, they a r e  illoilnted 
sideways on a wooden pedestal and a r e  beaten by a 
carved brass drumstick some 2 feet hog .  Tlre Lamas 
.allpeared to be repeating their cliant like [)arrots, for 
tlrey were not taltillg the  sliglitest interest in what  
t hey  were saying, and as they were laughing I ~ I O S ~  of 
the time, cor~ld hardly be called devout ! We liad some 
.refresllmellts in the  Tllirnbu Jongpen's quarters,  and saw 
t h e  arrival of t he  retired Deb Itajali who had come 
over to  Puliakha frorn his seclusisli near Pard. The 
Lamas all made g rea t  obeisance to liim. l'liis is done 
by putting both hauds slid ltllees on tlie grorl~rd and 
bending till the  forelleat] allnost touches 1 lie gloound, it  
is not  exact1 J ;I graceful position, but  i t  is quaint. 

I n  the  evening we gave a magic lalitern sllo\v in the  
big co~lr tyard of t he  Jon€. It was not a l together  
successfol, t l~ough as we had many- Bliotan scelles and 
groilps tlle people I think quite &joyed it. In  putt ing 
together t h e  ascetyline accnmulator, some o t ~ e  came 
n e a r  wit11 a lantern and nearly blesr White I ,  a8 i t  



was all one side of ),is face was scorclled. anti eye-brows 
eye-la6l1es a.nd mollst,aclle badly s i ~ ~ g t ~ t l  ; ~ I I C I I  the lan- 
tern refused to  woldlc 1,roperl.y ancl wc 11atl g rea t  t l i f i -  
c ~ l t ~ y  in locosing at all. Itr corning  way the C;tlc:ilrrn 
Oarbide fro111 t Ile accllmlll;~tor \\.ax tllrow n ill to  a t l i  t r l l  
and set alight, i t  callsetI grt';~,t ;~ lnr i se~l l t?~~ t arltl antoniel~- 
ment  wlle11 t l ~ e y  foul~tl tlkey collltl not plit the tight out 
with buckets oi  water ,  a~ l t l  t ha t  i t  o~l ly  bl11-11ed the  
more. This tlicy collld 110t nntlarstai~d ; k t  all. 

2lst.-We 11a.d a slight storrn last night and a li t t le  
rain. Evidently i t  llas snowed hard in the  upper llills 
for  they a r e  looking very white, this must be tllc first 
heavy fall of t h e  saasoa. 

Campb 11 and 1 s ta r ted  off a f te r  brealtfast and rode 
down t he  vi~lley t o  Angdul)lloclarlg Jong ~~l l ic l l  ier about  
e ight  miles off. The road is fairly level anti one can 
push aloog. About half w r y  w e  fol~nd no fewer than 
aigllt mules \raiting for us to  ritle, they hat1 beet] seut  ou t  
by various people from Punakl~a.  I t  was  most at tentive,  
but  as we 11a4 arranged our owu tlolc and preferred our  
saddles we clecidetl t o  stick t o  our  owrl :t.lnirnsls. Tlls 
Jong is ratller a l~icturesque one, some 200 feet aborre 
the river oil a spur where a tr ibutary runs into tlie 
main river, the grantltl falling verg steeply on three 
sides. I n  f rant of tile Jo:g is it level conrtyard with a n  
avenue of tries wllicll is distinctly pleasing, and t h e  
effect is added t o  b ~ '  some picturesque clllitens. Un- 
fortlinately i t  mas a very drill ant1 clolldy day so t h e  
light was not good for pl~oto,-I-apllg. The  Jong i s  
governed by the 1)onyer or Steward, wllo thougll offer- 
ed the Jongpenship has r~efusetl t o  take it. It, appears 
that t he  la9t three Jor~gpeils (lied r a t l~ t :~ .  suddenly, and 
t h e  post is  i 11 conseqllence deemed iinlncky. 't'lle last 
Jongpen died nine years ago, a n d  the  Dlrnyar i l i~s  been 
t h e  real  r ~ l t ? r  since t l ~en ,  tliougll no t  in name. I t  is  
r a the r  a n  important Jongpensl~ip, for i t  carlaies wi tll i t  a 
sea t  on the  collncil in the  sitme map as Thimbu (Taslli- 
chujong) arid Punaklla. The J o i ~ g  is verg narrow, and 
is bnilt in two  pal-ts contlected by a bridge. The most 
soutllerly portion was evitlently origina.lly li t t le more 
than  a monastry, t o  wllicll t h e  Jolig proper has been 
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which is the  residence of the  D l ~ a r m a  Rajalr. It 
is some 4,000 feet above P l i ~ ~ a l c l l t h ,  a~ l t l  the road is fea~.ft~lly 
s teep,  so tllat i t  toolc 11s sorile lrours to  ge t  up. &'lnonl the 
dea th  of the last l)llar.ll~a. ILajall until the new re-incc~r- 
natioil is f o ~ ~ t ~ t l .  the 'l'a11g11 Imna  Ira3 bzeu put i n  to  o H i -  
ciate at  the  I I I O I I R S ~ I ~ ~ .  ailti t o  look ilfter evergt l~ing there. 
He is a fat jovial so111 w i  tlr a li~l'ge goitre, is rlront frientlly 
aiid sl~owetl 119 I:VBI.J 110spi tali t.y. l'lley hat1 placed a room 
at ourw disposal, nlrtl as we Imcl only broriglrt nl) two terl ts, 
a o ~ u e  of u s  lived t I I C I ~ ~ .  'I'lre ~nouastry  is tleliglr tfully placed 
o n  a spul*, nud s~rr~-or~llcle~l wit11 pioo \voocls, below i t  is 
qui te  an ctsteilsive villagt? a n d  a good deal of cultivation. 
Our ].oat1 for t he  last  few ~ni les  litid litill t l~ ro i~g l l  deligl~tfuk 
woocls w lricli I ~ ~ I ~ I  incled o m  verey rn 1ic11 of llolne ; oak, 
walnut,  al~ci wil '. pear trees [)I-etlominated, but  tlle effect 
with t h e  1)1*acke1r ~ l t l  will1 rose t rees  was really pleasing. 
The Lama 11ad sent  out  m ~ ~ l e s ,  a band, and refreshments 
so~ l re  two  rniles (lo\-vn tlre road for us, so we were escort- 
ed through all this very rural scenery by a large 
assemblage, and  t o  t he  playing of their liardly lnusical 
t rumpets ,  and the  tliulnping of drums. 

The principal Gomps is t he  most complete we have 
yet  seen, and though not tlre   no st imposing, i t  contains  
some real  treasures in brasses, cllutens and o ther  
me ta l  work. An extremely long pair of elephant's 
tusks  decorate t h e  chief al tar ,  t h e  longest of w l ~ i c h  
measures 8$ feet, tllougli i t  is not a very thick one, 
on t h e  floor a r e  two  particularly fine Rhino horns, 
I ditl not  measure these, but  they stood quite two feet  
from the  ground. 

Some half a mile above t he  monastry is a srnall 
aompa ,  the  summer residence of tlre Sl~abt lo~lg 
Rimpoclle, or Dharma Rajah, in wllicll he can go into 
completeseclnsion. It is built on the  most mioiatrire 
scale almost like a doll's house, but  is ltept e r t ~ ~ e t n e l y  
cleall and tidy, and is evidently consideretl very Ilolp, 
for none of the  followers were al1owet.l inside t l ~ e  inner 
rooms One ge t s  t h e  most magnificiellt psnoran~ic  
view of t he  hills and snow!- range from just above  
this  (:;ompa. 



alt/b.-Tlla Tangu Lama accoi1il)anied us some l i t t le  
wav tlowll the h i l l ,  he is a most clieerg intlividual a lways  
.8&[illg. One callnot help li l t ing him. He l~ resen ted  
us e;tclr \yit(l silk scarf as we took leave of him. 
Wp u:blnr: tlown by a sliglltly different r o ~ i t ~ e ,  wllicll 
t ( r o l c  I I ~  t l~rougll the village of Nul-b~i Gang.  This is 
cl~lite tho mout p ic t~ l re sq le  village I llave seen, t h e  
Ilollses at8a built or] a ti1i.y scale sncl a r e  SILI-rorrlitled wi th  
ot-;lllge, l)(:railnlnoll, alltl (,tiler frui t  t rees  ; each  l i t t l e  
dorn:~i~l is nlost carefullg fenced ant1 tho whole i s  
Itept r:s tremely clean ancl tit1 y. I t  is pe18clletl 011 a more 
or less llat piece of grolmtl on a spur  some 6,000 f ee t  
Iriglr, anrl from where we were llad a ~~aclzgrou!~d of 
wootled trills and distant  snowy peaks, i t  fully deserves 
it* narne wllicll means "The precious gem village." 
We got  one or two srnall per~imrnon trees for Rennick 
t o  take  back wit11 him t o  IC~llu, but they say  these grow 
be t te r  fl0orn seed. From here Punaltlla loolted nliles 
below us, hut the  road is so  st,eel> that we soon g o t  down 
ant1 Iten~lick, in spite of I~aving ritltlen his mule down 
this perilous path, was not far  behind wlle~i  we g o t  
back to  camp. 

25tk.-Xmas dity. The post came in rnost o p p o r t ~ ~ n e l g  
this  morning before breakfast. The Tongsa and cour~cil  
c a m e  over in s t a t e  with their followers to be photogri~pll- 
ed. They presented a most pictllresqne group tlloiigh 
unfortueatalg t h e  colour effect does not sliow in a pllnto. 
I'lie c,~;lrlcil were i n  col lured silk robes w i th  t h e i r  
crimson sllawls of office, then there were ~ t a ~ ~ ( l i b r d  
br;~t.el-s in many coloured robes, t h e  fighting men wit11 
their  swords, leather sllields, and s teel  headdresses orna- 
men ten with colours, t h e  il rcliers, t h e  g u n  carriers, 
these with all ltirlds of wierd weapons, and mauy otllt?rs 
all q11aintl.y and pic tul -esq~~elg dresqetl. T11t:y calne 
over from t h e  3ong in single f le, wllicll is evident1.v t tie 
inotle of progression in tllis courltry of narrow ~ i l t ! l s ,  
and  then grouped tha~nselves  for 11s t o  pllotogmpll. 
La te r  in t h e  morning the  poor of the  noigllhorlrhood 
turned up t o  have bnks l~ees l~  doled out  t o  t h e ~ n .  Tiley 
numbered over a, thousand were marshalled in  clollhle 
lilies squatt ing on tlie grouud. We then passed down 
t h e  lines giving four a n u s  t o  eacl~. 111 many cane3 t iny 



babies wert! llriltle to I r o I 1 I  o ~ t  I I I ~ ~ I I ( I ~ .  1)11t tile 
morley was ill~~~letliat,(~ly g1'i11~1~~(1 I ) \ -  tire w;c t c:llf~rl 11iire11t. 
They were i i  I ~ I O S ~  OI . ( !CI . I JT  i111(! cltli; . l .  ~ r o \ \ ~ t l  ~ L I I ( I  waited 
t i  I \ i 11 tlce gr cb;~t,usL p;itic~~ct'. 

We hat1 a big tlinrler party i n  the everling and a 
maglc la!ltchran sllo w ;~ftc~*\\~artls.  l'llis time tile lalltern 
bel~aved br t ter, i%tltl L I I C  ~) ic t ,~~l*es vTe1't3 1lllrc11 melee 
distinct. A very lareg(> cl-owc\ collectetl or1 botll sides 
of tlie screcrr. 

20th.-(!:innpl)ell :111(1 the: escort left this morning 
t o  return to C'llolribi, they go back by 13al*o i ~ n t l  Ila. 
We have !)ern 1)usy l~achil~g u p  antl sel)alaati~ig o u t  
stores, etc. :La IbTlrite renlaitls oir 11el.e for a few days  
and then goes down to the I)uars 11,~ a tlillerellt route. 
Tile Raja11 ant1 cor~ncil have been over to  talk 
with Wlrite itbou t tllilrgs nonrrectetl wi tll the c o u ~ ~  t,r y, 
arid in  the after no or^, Wlli  te a~ ld  I wallce(l some miles 
up  the hlo  U1111 rivu~~. The valley narrows ahout a 
mile or SO : I ~ ) O V ~  P~i~~;tlclla, and there are the ru in s  
of a small Jong, awl the re~na ina  of a garden. 
Near this is a curiorls cave tl welling for~ined in the 
sllingle bank, the s t,oues being cemen tetl together by 
a natural deposit of lime. 'I'llis cave liaa l~een irnprovecl 
into a dwelling place, atltl in the t.ime of the last 
Mission was illllabitecl by a I~errnit. I$  is lrvwever 
now desertetl. Above this point the woods come right 
down to tlie river bank, a r ~ l  the valley tllough narlaow 
is far prettier than near P ~ ~ n a k l ~ a .  The snows are 
visible 11-om Irere, t ~ n t l  s o l ~ ~ e  v r q  \-lie rocky c r aps  raise 
tllernsel ves from some of ttie r~earer Ilills. Gllassa 
Jong is ; ~ l ~ o o t  two t~~itr(:l~eq 111, the rallay, and i n  the 
hills above is the llo111e of tliat c~~r~ ions  atlirnal, the 
Tarltiu. 

27t7t.-Reollicl< n ~ ~ t l  I waited i l l  camp till nearly 
11 a. ~ n .  so as to give the coolies a good start  with 
orlr baggage. The 'J'oogsa antl  all the ~nenrbers of the 
council came over too hid 11s f;t~*ewrll, atltl O I I  lesvi~lg 
tiley went tl~t-oogll the ris~lnl p!*et,l y cilstoln of giv- 
ing us scarves, L l l  is t i  e Iro we vela, tile 'L1ongsa 
presented us  each i I t ! ~  r ~ e ,  colo~~retl red, white nncl 
blue. \.Vg are bot !~  I SO PI.^ f.0 11i~l.t from our 



frigntls, ~ I I U  I sllall a lways look back with r~lexsuro 
to llsvillg 111i~d(: the  a c p a i ~ ~ t n o c e  of these  inell. Sir Ugyen 
stand* out 11eild ant1 s l l o ~ i l t l r ~ ~ s  above  them all, and  I 
ollly 11ol)e for  the  sake of B l ~ u t ~ a n  tllat Ire r~lav long 
1 e s,);ll-ed, it is at tl~is tirne t l ~ : ~ t  a s t r o ~ l g  rnan is 
reclui~.etl, for tlle wl~ole cowltry will have t o  be reformed. 
El(: \\.ill 11,zve t o  go sl :w, for  mnuv oltl custolns m u s t  
be over t . l~~*owr~,  1,ut i n  ,111 th i s  i ~ e  is fo~*t.tulate in 
llavirlg tile souutl advice of snc?11 a illall ilS White .  

'I't~ev all c:;tlne t o  t h e  entrance of the camp \\.it11 
UH, \ V I I ~ I $  i~gaill  sl100lc I I B I I ( I Y  alr(1 also saitl good-bye 
to \Yl~ite wllo t*enlai~ls 011 i ~ ,  1 1 1  for sollle (lays. 
Re~tl~ic lc  Ilncl hec~n ino~~t l te t l  on ratllel* a11 o l ~ s t i n a t e  
mule, and 011 one occnsioll i t  plaoceetletl t o  tn.lte ]kiln 
down a very ! ) I  ecbipitolls pl'ass slope, ~r l l~c l l  t o  poor 
Re11 t~ick's d iscolnfi ture. 1 1 1 ~  grass  011 tile hill side 
ilatl been s e t  (111 lire a f e w  111 ileu from Puni~lr l~a.  This 
is tlorle t o  i~nprove  the gritzing 1)) bringing up fresh 
al~oots,  1)ut i t  11ew1y gave us  n nasty expet-ience, for 
wl~ell  wc: ~,assed the fi1-c was \\'ithin a few feet  of the 
 pat!^, and in anot,ller in i~lute  oib t nvo we would have 11ad to 
get the  mules ac t r~s l ly  tllroltgll the  fire. A s  it was, 
we welet: nearly smothered in cloi~cls of smolie, qnr l  t h e  
hea t  wa.a i~l tcnse.  We did not st.op at our old camp, 
bu t  pushed on soma tlwee miles f~lr t l rer  up t h e  hill to 
upper Lungmetsawa. We inet  the post tram Gatrgtok on 
t he  way, ant1 s a t  down to  read le t te rs  ant1 telegrams, 
bu t  i n  spite of this  we  were i l l  ca111p l o ~ g  before our 
coolies who were v e r y  l a t e  ill arr ivi l~g.  

'28th.-It is intic11 warmer than u s ~ i s l  hei*e, tllotlgll 
w e  a r e  nbori t 8,000 lee t, and  there  is a very I~a,*t l  frost. 
We a r e  quite sllelteretl from t h e  wind, 2nd this ap- 
parently makes all t h e  difference. T l ~ e  road to-(lay 
was  covered for 20 or 30 yards  at a t ime with ice, and  
woultl l~ave been very difficult to  pass llacl not ear th  and 
s tones  been tllrown on it to  prevent slipping. I walltetl 
t h e  8 miles from t h e  top of the  pass down t,o caml) a t  
Chalumapl~e, bu t  t h e  last bit was  extre~lrel  y hot, and 
I longed to  g e t  rid of some of my warm clotllillg. 

20th.-l'llis seems t o  be  a lways a cold place, and 
Past night a n d  this 111orning mere colder t l~; in  ever. 



Some t l l ~ ~ a ( ?  or fol11' miles a f t e r  leaving oc%nrl, olle sees 
0 1 1  t h e  ieft hnrlk of tile river  velay sulre~~ior  Ilorlse 
s t a~rd ing  b,y itself Tllis is tllg 11otne of t,Ile 1)olmzi 
falllily. In 1881 Aloe 1)orzi wits then Tllill~bll JOIIR- 

pen ootnl) i~~eil  wit lr t l ~ e  Pi111akl1a J o ~ l g p e ~ l  t o  tlel,l-ive 
the 'rotlgss I 'a~~lop,  ('llllo presellt Sir Ugyerl) of l l i v  s11al.e 
of t h e  11 l t l i su  a o \ r t ? ~ ~ o ~ l l e n  t stil)si(l v. 'lllle 'l'ollgsa natu- 
rally would l ~ o t  s tatltl this, :LIICI c o l l e c ~ i ~ ~ ~  llis full.)wel*~, 
in;~rclletl over t o  Titsllicll~~jollg The I'al-o l'a~llop tried 
to make t h e  con teiltlilrg partien corr~rt t o  t e~ .~ r l s ,  a ~ l d  a 
rl~eeting was  a ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ g e d  tto \vllicl~ both sides were t o  come 
uii;rr~netl. 1 t ;Il)l>aatSs I I O \ V ~  vor, t llikt the  'llonysit, lleirring 
t h a t  h loo  1)olxi illtentled t r cac l l e~~p ,  secretly a~-lllo[l his 
men, alld tht1 Pit'rO Pt?lllOp, I V I ~ O  Wit s  f ~~iolltllg wi tll i r i  rn, 
toolc ntlvi~lltage of this a~ltl ir~tluc:etl tlre rtlerl o f  Tongsa 
to a t t a c k  lirst, i l l  this w a y  t l ~ e g  o1)t;tilletl a g r e a t  
advantage  allti tlefaatetl Aloe 1)orzi. 'l'lle Plinxltlla Joog- 
pen s killed, awl  A loo 13orzi lletl to  'Fibet, where  
I I ~  trietl to  itrducc? tire 'L1il)etalls to t ake  u p  lris case 
aga ins t  t h e  Tougsa. A Uhinesa official nc tually did 
cotne t o  Blmtan. and a t ruce was patched rip. Aloo 
nol*zi  died so:ue years ago  in Tibet. 

We left tlic Pe~nit l lal lg Par0 road about s ix  miles 
flnom camp, ant1 t ~ ~ r i l i l l g  SON t h  tool< t h e  tlirec t route  
to Bilxa. This is ~ ~ r a c t i c a l l y  a 11 unknown road, 
for  tllougll 13ogle ilatl Ye~nber ton I believe went  over 
par t s  of it ,yeiirS ago, they l e f t  vary l i t t le  recortl of any  
use to  travellers. Tlre sides of t h e  valley soon get 
steeper,  and in a mile or t w o  we llad entered a narrow 
gorge, the 1.0 i c l  being c u t  along tlie clifl side some 
way above the  river, and in inany places qui te  nnride- 
able. Tlre inarch proved t o  be a good deal lorlger 
tllail w e  I ~ a d  expected, aud we lrad travelled quite 
15 miles before we came t o  camp. Some t l ~ r e e  miles 
above this we passed tlre jllnctioil of the T'a Chu wi th  
t h e  Tllimbu (?llll d o ~ v n  which river we were coming. 
P a r o  is only some 8 miles from here, but  t h e  road is 
said t o  be very difficult, and the  gorge we saw cer t r in ly  
looltecl almost impossible. Our  camp 11ad been made 
in  sollle dry rice (ieltls, i t  was called Paga, t l~ougll  the 
village of this  n a m e  is raeitlly some 1+ miles up t h e  hill- 
side. A s  usual everything lrad been go t  ready for us, 



&ad tlrey 11ad brougll t in cllickeris, eggs, milk, rice, 
graes, glDaitl. and wood. Tile 7 1 0 ~ ~ g ~ a  lrad sent orderlies 
on allgad t o  plepare the  camps and get i n  ~upplies,  
so  w e  travel it) grea t  cornfort ancl our servallts in 
tlbuolut e luxury. 

30tlr.-r111~e valley to-day cont i~llled ex  t r en~e ly  
grand wit11 magnificient rocks towering 1113 fronl the  
river, the  slopes ilorrrever \Irere well ~voodetl. Here ant1 
there one obtained gli111l)- cu of Goo)  pas r~erclied on 
apparerltly i~~acceshible hill tops, ant1 a s l ~ o r t  distance 
down the vl~lley we passed t l ~ e  small Jung o f  Dubjee, 
lligll up on ir cliff on the I-igllt bank of the  r i ~ ~ e r ,  I n  
many placeq the  road was very bad, and i t  w a s  only 
with great tliniculty tha t  we got our mnles along. About 
half way wc cornnlenced to  avcerld unt i l  w e  reaclred the  
su~niui t  of the  Sirna La Pass (about 9,000 feet), some 
3,000 feet above the  river. From l ~ e r a  we got a magni- 
ficen t view of the sr~rroilndir~g lrills, and looked down 
on the  village of Rin~toklra w l ~ e r e  we were to  encalnp. 
Above us, near tlre top of the  hill, was tlle m o n a s t ~ ~ y  of 
Dokliatye, wllicll looked a large place, so we decided 
to climb up to i t .  l l lreGompais in the midst of a big 
village, but  unfortunately all the  Lamas were away in  
Punakha, and tliougll we got into the  buildii~gs, all tlre 
sllrines were locked up  and  even the  paintings on the 
walls were covered, and ill marry cases tlre coverings 
were nailed down. The monastry ditl uot look lloclrever 
as if i t  would 11old a t  any time much cf interest. T11e 
march ltad been a fairly short one of 10 miles, so on 
reaching camp w e  found our terrts pitcl~ed ant1 every- 
thing ready. Tlle tell ts I I ~ L V ~  beeu placed i l l  the e n c l o s r ~ ~ ~ e  
of a small ~nonastry wllicll is t l ~ e  oi~ly bit of level g r o u ~ ~ t l  
t o  be had, and they have built mat  but^ for the cool(-llouse 
and servants, T l ~ e  village, wlricl~ i s  callecl Himtoltlra, has a 
most desertetl appearance, more tlle n t1liBee quartern of 
t h e  llouses a r e  i n  rains. T l ~ e  Sirntolrl~a J o i ~ g l ~ e l ~ ,  \vl11) 
has been sent  t o  accomparly us t o  Ut~xa,  tells me tha t  
he lived here a s  a hog, brlt t l ~ a t  very ~il- t l lel~t ,  s~nal l -pbx 
broke out a n  I decimated I he peoplc, anti t hat wllel ~ R S  
in t h a t  time there were 37 l~ol~ses ,  now tlle1-e are ollly 
three ! This also acco~~r l t s  to  so111e ex tent fol- the nrlln- 

b e r ~  of ruins one meets wit11 evt rvwl~e i~e  i i ~  tllcse \lalle).s. 



Tile Jo~lgpell silgs this epidemic of s~nall-pox toolc place 
13 years ago. but ~~e i t l l e r  their tl;~tes nor their disttht~ct's 
are ever ro be truqtetl. 

k'apclla Joog ia al~oot  11;tll a mile 1111 the valley, but 
i t  is a n ~ ~ r i t l l  place alrtl looks lit1 lc brttcr t11a11 one o f  the 
village houses. l'l~e presellt i)eL) %ilnl)o~l wtis Jolrgpell 
Ilelae before llc got hi.; post i l l  the counc:il. 

3Ist.--\\'o llatl it long rna~*c:ll of so~ne: 19 iniles, i intl 
tllo road w a s  yery i~stl. A great p:wt of tile w;ty i t  was 
a case of descel~tlil~p fro111 l~o[il(le~- to boultler. Twice 

desce~ltlttl into (lee11 vaIlej-a, only to rise aga in  LO 
almost the sai l~e lleigll t, all(l final1,y we carne tlow~r solno 
3,000 feet o t ; ~ l ~ u o s t  olhecil)i tous i l l - s i .  I t  was dilli- 
cult enougll to walk, and i t  W;IS wol~derft~l how they 
got the in111es over this road. Tile baggage was brougllt 
tllroligll wit11 tllree relays of coolies, the necessity of 
\yllicll i n  itself speaks to the difficulty of tile road. 
The Bllutanese had evide~ltly made some attempt at  
repairing tile track for us, but their efforts are almost 
laugl~able. They usually consist in  doing a little dig- 
ging in places where it, is quite unnecessary. and in cut- 
ting down trees and brusllwood for some three or four 
yards on either side of the track ; trees wl~icll could 
not possibly interfere with the passage of an elepllant! 
About half way we saw the village of Purlalrha below 
US. This is a fairly extensive place and boasts of a 
small Gompa. The forest in places was very like 
Sikltirn, tlense nndergrowtl~, moss. ferns and bamboo ; 
evidently the rsinfall i11 these places is heavy. I had 
gireil up carrying w gun or rifle as one never seen~ecl 
t o  see any game, b u t  to-(lag we saw a good deal, 
pheasants of t w o  or t l~ r ee  kil~tls, p;~rtritl,oes, arid in 
one place we came across some i)arlting-deer. These 
plnett.y animals were ill tile jiungie not four galads fronl 
US, and stood qliite st ill n atcl~ing u s  pass, till olre of 
t11e syces t111.e-11 a stone at t11c.m. 0111 camp is j l~s t  
under a ruined Joog callecl Cl~ulta, (4,000 feet), one 
co18irer is still ilrl~abi tetl, b11 t t l~oligll the outer 
walls stand, the reln;linaIer of the intel-io13 is ill riiirls. 
A t  one time it ~ n r ~ s t  have been quite a fine place, 
far i t  stand3 011 a small rise overIooItilrg the river, and 



would doruinate tlle \ ~ l ~ o l e  valley. T11et.e are two or  
ttree llor~ses near, a ~ l d  rice is cultivated (111 all the more 
level bit8 o f  groaud. I t  is now very 11luc.11 warmer, and 
w e  seem t o  have left - frost and icc!l)(:llit~cl us. 

1st Jnrruary.-One call t ardl y itrragiilt? we are  on 
the rrrail~ '1'1-atle route i l l  to Bliuttln frorr~ Iatlia. To-day 
the road has bee11 SO bad, tllat lite~*ally I ]lave seldorn 
bee11 acrosfi m701-se 1)lacefi wl1e11 after I brx ill Dal tistan, 
and ally olle who has i~cen to those paluts will k ~ ~ o w  
what this meanr. lticling was ou t  of the cl~~estioo, 
and the rnules had meli in front, and Inell hanging on 
to their tails l~oistiug t l ~ e ~ n  over the worst places. Even 
then these mules must be Inore like goats to iind 
ally footl~old a t  all. The marc11 was only 1'1 miles long 
but i t  took us ~iearly eight liours to negotiate. Tlle 
scenery was very h e ,  when me co~lld taltc our eyes 
off the road to admire it, the hills 011 either side 
towering for tl~ousands of feet above one, and where 
not of sheer rock, were densely wootled. Oiir camp is 
called Cllurnsllo, from a village a little lligl~er up the hill, 
hut i t  is just a tiny plntfor~n on the liill-sitle, and is not 
very desirable as i t  has evidently been used as a cattle 
halting place, and swarms with flies 

2ncZ.-A sllort marc11 of some eight miles, the road 
was better, and i t  was posrible to ride in places. Our 
camp is rather nicely placed on a regular village green, 
autl round i t  are the llouses of Miroclloin. 'l'lley are  
hardly worthy of the nslne of llouses t,l~ollgl~, for i t  
seems tllat tlie nearer we get to the plaius, tlie wcwe 
the buildings become, anti here they are little better 
than wooden shanties, in rnost cases raised some six feet 
from the ground, evitlel~tly t o  give a llo~ne to the 
numerous pigs and cattle. Tlie village is i n  a little dell, 
surrounded R it11 trees, and is about a tl~ousantl feet 
lliglier t l ~ a a  our last carnp. The villagers ant1 our 
syces 1ia.ve been plityil~g q~ioits. This is exi~ctly the 
same game as  our rnen play, but hero they use ail:\. llat 
stones that are Ilandy, instead of the rnetal ring. It is 
wonderful what slrill they (lisplay, for their stones are  
all of different weights a,ntl sliapes. We have unfortu- 
nately hit off the big plr j n L  (lay in this placch, alld t: sort  



of travelling Lama has been hard at  i t  all the  time we 
have been here. H e  does a kind of dance, or double 
slluffle up and down the  iWoom, at  tho same time making 
a noise, in one hand wit11 0110 of tllose tatnbourine 
drums, and in tlle other llantl wit11 a bell. He c l ~ a n t e  
plbagers the wllole time t o  tlle accolnl)anirneut of tllie 
wonderful music. They tell me this performance is only 
gone tllroligll ollce a year. but i t  coutinue6: all day 
arid all ilight wit11 very short  irltervals for rest. This 
1ial1dly looks promisiilg for I ~ I U C ~ ~  sleep for us, as the  
house lle pelafol-ms iu is not 20 ynrtls from our t en t s  

3rd.-Tile music was kept up very late,  but  fortu- 
nately clid not  contiuue all  througll the uigllt. To-day 
we have come about 11 miles, but poor Ilenlrick is 
again dowll with gout, lle llas 11ad t o  be carried over a 
g r e a t  par t  of tlie way as riding was impossible, and I am 
afraid has had a very poor time. 'l1lle carrlp goes by 
t h e  name of Gyangu, but  is just a, slllall clearing in t h e  
jungle and there  a r e  no huts  near. 

4th A fairly easy pat11 took us to tile top of t l ~ e  
Sit~cllu La Pass, from wliere we descend steeply some six 
miles t o  Buxa Duar, and we are back once more io 
British territory. 

13uxa is a cor io~ls  l i t t le  place si tuated iu almost a 
I~ul low,  alltl the military stat ion consists of only some 
four buugit l~wu,  and a kind of fort in which are the 
barracks of tlie native regiment, at  present a double 
company of tlie 10th Ja t s .  On t h e  hills I-ouud are 
small p iqu- t  for t s  painted wlrite, these are not now 
ga~risoned.  The stat ion was loolring i t s  hest as we 
passed thl-ough, and was olle blaze of colour from porple 
bou~ainvi l lea  and scarlet  pointse ttia. The Railway 
stat ion is six miles furtller do\vn tlie hill. 


	Arv1h 723_2R.tif
	Arv1h 724_1L.tif
	Arv1h 724_2R.tif
	Arv1h 725_1L.tif
	Arv1h 725_2R.tif
	Arv1h 726_1L.tif
	Arv1h 727_2R.tif
	Arv1h 728_1L.tif
	Arv1h 729_2R.tif
	Arv1h 730_1L.tif
	Arv1h 731_2R.tif
	Arv1h 732_1L.tif
	Arv1h 733_2R.tif
	Arv1h 734_1L.tif
	Arv1h 735_2R.tif
	Arv1h 736_1L.tif
	Arv1h 737_2R.tif
	Arv1h 738_1L.tif
	Arv1h 739_2R.tif
	Arv1h 740_1L.tif
	Arv1h 741_2R.tif
	Arv1h 742_1L.tif
	Arv1h 743_2R.tif
	Arv1h 744_1L.tif
	Arv1h 745_2R.tif
	Arv1h 746_1L.tif
	Arv1h 747_2R.tif
	Arv1h 748_1L.tif
	Arv1h 749_2R.tif
	Arv1h 750_1L.tif
	Arv1h 751_2R.tif
	Arv1h 752_1L.tif
	Arv1h 753_2R.tif
	Arv1h 754_1L.tif
	Arv1h 755_2R.tif
	Arv1h 756_1L.tif
	Arv1h 757_2R.tif
	Arv1h 758_1L.tif

